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lod Biſhop « * Bu ANGORY 


Treatment of the Clergy 
and Convocation. : 


93 E Right Reverctd the 
Lord Biſhop. of Bangor 
having been pleaſed in his 
5 — to Dr. Snape s Let- 
ter, to complain of the Un- 
* bendſome Manner in which 
be bas been . not only by the Doctor, 
but by the Lower-Houſe of Convocation, of 

at _ by the Committee, as his Words ard 
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bo to inflame the Paſſions of his Admirers, 


generally - underſtood, and as, I preſume, 


they will not be denied ta mean: I think it 
proper to acquaint the World how little Rea- 
fon his Lordſhip has to make this Complaint, 
with regard to the Lower-Houſe of Convo- 
cation, or the Committee appointed to draw 
the Repreſentation; by ſhewing, That the 
Manner his Lordſhip was treated in, was in 
no reſpe& Unbandſome; and ſuppoſing the 
Manner to have been other than it was, yet 
that his Lordſhip has no Right to complain, 
having himſelf in his late Performances uſed 


the whole Clergy of this Realm with the ut⸗ 
moſt .Scorn and Contempt. Together with 
this, it will be proper to conſider his Lord- 


ſhip's candid Inſinuation, That he ſuffers in 
this Matter for his Affection to the preſent 


Government; and. conſequently, that thoſe 


who have treated him in the Unhandſome 
Manner complained of, are diſaffected to the 


preſent Eſtabliſhment, and a& upon other 
Views. | 


The Work I am now engaged in, is ſo 
far from being pleaſant, that I ſhou'd not 
have entred upon it but to do Juſtice - 


— 


to the Cauſe to which I am heartily a Well. 
wiſher; and which ought not to ſuffer. in the 
Opinion of the World, becauſe his Lordſhip 


Has a good Talent of complaining, and knows 


by 
2 


WE 


by perſuading them of his own Meekneſs and 


* 


a * 
* 
* 


The main Complaint is to be found P. 41. 
ſelf into this whole Condemnation; and not 
only you, but indeed all, and every. Man of the 

Church of England; every Man ef Thoſe 
Themſelves who have treated me in the ſame 
unhandſome Manner upon this. Account. To 
know what Manner his Lordſhip means, we 
muſt. have recourſe to the Words immediately 
preceeding, expe, vilify, 15 me. as you pleaſe. 

If this Complaint then relates to the Lower- 
Houſe of Convocation, or the Committee, 
which cannot, I think be diſputed ; his Lord- 
ſhip's Charge is, That they have expoſed him, 

vilißed him, and uſed him as they pleaſe, - 

i. e. in an Arbitrary Manner, without any 
Regard to the Juſtice-or Merit of his Cauſe. 
That they have expoſed his Lordſhip, may be 

true, and 1 believe it is; for his Doctrine is 
become by this Means very Publick in the 
World. But whoſe Fault is this? Is it rea- 
ſonable that a Man ſhould write what he 
pleaſes, and advance Doctrines contrary to 
Senſe and Reaſon, without Controul, merely 
becauſe the calling him to account will expoſe 

his Weakneſs or his ill Meaning? If this be 
the Caſe, his Lordſhip's Sermon ought not to 

have been examined; for the Weaker an 
Performance is, the more Sacred it an | 


a 


be z becauſe if it be meddled wich, there s 
the more Danger of expoſing the Writer. 
To expoſe any Man, means, even in the 


Language of the provoked, to make known 


the. real Weakneſs, Folly, or Wickedneſs, 
Which were before not publickly known; 
which in private Caſes is often malicious, and 
contrary tothe Rules of Honour and Conſci: 

ence; but in Matters which affect the well- 

being of Mankind, with reſpect to their 
Civil or Religious Rights, tis a Duty to expoſe 
' whatever or whoever aims at their Deſtry- 
ction. If his Lordſhip is innocent, and has 
done nothing tending this way, the Convoca- 
tion has certainly expoſed it ſelf, which his 
Lordſhip wil not complain of; if he is not 
innocent, he may be expoſed, without any. | 


Fault chargeable on the Convocation, whic 
| his Lordſhip ovght not to complain of, 
But poſſibly kis Lordſhip may mean, that 
in order to expoſe him, they have miſrepre- 
Tented his Senſe, and charged him 57 © 
Meaning of which his Words are not capa- 
ble: And I the rather believe that his Lord- 
ſhip has this View in his Complaint ; becauſe 

I find him dropping ſomething. to this Effect, 
Pag. 13. Sir, it is not only perhaps ſo, but 
certainly ſo; and this ſo 2 that a4 
your Zeal, and that of all your Friends put t9- 


> "xx r | 
gether, and all your Abilities likewiſe, cannot 
mae the Sentence capable of any other Senſe 


—_ 


| Q 


*. . 


| Who, zbeſe Friends are, I ſhould not. perhaps 
have found out, Had not his Lordfhip' giren 

as a Key, in the. Words which follow, Only 

Jour Repreſentation —— 4s not wholly juft, 


. 
» 


/ . 
* 


in Tralick Characters, and not referin to any 
TT e Ba 
Letter, can only be meant to point out the 
Friend, who have united their Endeavours 
to make his Lordſhip's Words appear to the 
World in a Senſe of which they are not capa- 
ble. This Reflexion is wüten the harder, 


becauſe it ſtands applied in an Inſtance which 


the Convocation meddled not with expreſsly; 
and had not his Lordſhip been in great Haſte 
to vent his Anger and his Diſdain at once, 
he would have waited for an nnen 
| e 


till he had come to the Points common to the 
 Repreſemation'and the Doctor's Letter. Whe- , 
ther the Convocation is guilty or not in this 
Particular, muſt be left to be determined by 
the Iſſue of the Controverſy: That they 
took all poſſible Care to do Juſtice to his Lord. 
ſhip's Meaning, is certain from all I have heard 
of this Affair: If they have in any Inſtance 
miſtaken, they are the more excuſable, be- 
on, ſo ſuſpicious of the Light, that his Per- 
formance, at leaſt as far as it regards the Pow- - 
er of the Church, is in it ſelf a Night-Piece, 
perpetually ſhaded with abſolurey, proper, 


$f. 


his Lordſhip was ſo tender of his Noti- 


indiſpoafibly, &cc. which are laid on ſo thick, 
that tis Soy aways todiſcern what is do- 
ing under the Veil. But if his Lordſhip is 
likely to meet with no better. Succeſs in doing 
Juſtice to his Notions againſt the Miſrepreſen- 
| taions of the Convocation, than he has had 
in this Inſtance, to which he has tacked his 
Defiance of all the Doctors Friends; if 1 
had the Honour to be of his Council, I would 
aàdviſe him to fit down by the Injury, and 
think no more of it. I ſhall not meddle with 
the Point in Debate, between his Lordſhip 
and the Doctor. The Doctor wants not the 
Help of *all or any of his Friends, to do Ju- 
ſtice to himſelf, or his Lordſhip; or if. he 
did, mine is not a proper Hand to interpoſe 
in deep Controverſies; and therefore I beg 
leave only to obſerve, how happily his Lord- 
* ſhip has ſtated his own Senſe. in this Parti- 
cular. 1 — - 
Prayer was one of the Words which his 
Lordſhip made choice of to initance in, as 
having been abuſed to the perverting the true 
Notion of the Thing originally intended by 


it. The true Notion he has expreſſed thus: 
Prayer is 4 calm and undiſturbed Addreſs to 
God, &c. The falſe Notion he has expreſ- 
. fed thus: The ſame Word by the Help of Men 
and voluminous Rules of Art, is come to fignify © 
Heat and Flame , in ſuch a-Manner , and to 
ſuch a Degree, that a Man may be in 5 


"TED 7: 
Diſpoſition in the World, and yet not be devout 
enough to pd... 1 

The Difficulty here is to know what his 
Lordſhip means, by the Manner and Degree 
of Heat and Flame, which he condemns; and 
what, by the beſt Diſpoſition in the World, ſo 
highly approved. The Debate has produced 
his Lordſhip's Explication ; and he tells us, 
P. 14. of the Anſwer , his Deſign was tb 

guard honeit Chriſtians againſt the Do&rines 
of Men, both in Books and Sermons ; which, 
under the Pretence of recommending Fervency 
of Prayer, lead their Underſtandings into a dark 
and thick Cloud, and teach them to raiſe their 
Paſſions, till they know not where they are, nor 
what they are — This Degree of Flame 
he expreſſes by Perturbation, p. 8th ; by Agi- 
tation and Diſorder in the Soul, p. 15. By 
calm and undiſturbed, his Lordſhip profeſles 
to mean, that Calmneſs and Undiſturbedneſs of 
Mind, which is theOrnament and Defence of Hu- 
man Underſtanding, in all the Actions in which 
it 1s concerned, page 11. And who now 
can differ with his Lordſhip , who only de- 
fires that Men may retain the uſe of their 
Underſtanding, when they perform their 
Devotions 2 Who has nothing to ſay againſt. 
any Flame, but what is Perturbation, Agita- 
tion, and Diſorder in the Soul. That is in 
ſhort , who only deſires that Men may be in 
their Wits, (a very reaſonable Requeſt) when 
B they 


Cr] 


they perform their Prayers, Upon this Ex- 
plication his Lordſhip will admit, as proper 
to Devotion, all Heat and Flame conſiſtent 
with that Calmneſs and Undiſturbedneſs, 
which is the Ornament and Defence of Human 
- Underſtanding: Or if it be too much to expect 
any Allowance to Heat and Flame directly, 
yet abate only that, and his Lordſhip will be 
ſo good as to make it up another way, by al- 
lowing as much to Fervency and Warmth, 
page 11th. His Notion then of Prayer is 
now cleared up, and his Lordſhip ſhall be al- 
lowed to be Orthodox (if he'll pardon the 
Imputation) whether he prints his private 
Devotions or no; which I muſt own to his 
Lordſhip, is a very ſurprizing Method he has 
hit on, to clear this Point. The Queſtion is, 
What ſhould be the Temper of the Mind in 
Prayer ? To clear it, his Lordſhip will print 
his Prayers: But may not different Perſons 
uſe the ſame Words, and yet one pray with 


Devotion, and the other without it ? And if 


fo, how will. this Matter be ended, by his 


Lordſhip's printing the Words he makes uſe |} 


of in Prayer, unleſs he ſhould print likewiſe, 

the Diſpoſition of his Mind in uſing them? 
His Lordſhip may then print his Prayers, if 
he pleaſes ; but I cannot allow that he has 
a, juft Occaſion for it, from any Thing that 
Has yet paſled in this Debate. . 


But 


TOW . ˖ » 


Baut to proceed. His Lordſhip has now 
explained himſelf to a Senſe not to be found 
fault with in this Particular; but the Con- 
ſequence muſt be, that this Inſtance can have 
no Meaning at all, as it ſtands apply'd in his 
Sermon. For conſider; His. Lordihip's Ob- 
ſervation is, p. 1. of his Sermon, That, The 
Signißcation of a Word well known and un- 
derſtood by thoſe who firſt made uſe of it, is 
very inſenſibly varied, by paſſing. thro' many 


Mouths, and by being taken and given by 


Multitudes, in common Diſcourſe ; till it ft. 


en comes to ſtand for a Complication of Nori. 


ons, as diftant from the Original Intention of 
it, nay as contradictory to it, as Darkneſs 1s 


to Li ght. 


| ike notice, the Abuſe of Words here 
complain'd of, is ſuch as affects Multitudes 
in common Diſcourſes : Of fuch Words, his 


Lordſhip further obſerves, pag. 5. The very 


fame Word remaining, (which at firſt truly 


repreſented ons certain thing) by having Mul- 


titudes of new inconſiſtent Ideas in every Age, 
and every Year added to it, becomes it ſelf 


the greateſi Hindrance to the true Underſtand- 


ing of the Nature of the Thing firſt intended 
by it. For Inflance, —p. 7. Prayer in all our 
| Lord's Directions, &c. Here you ſee, Pray- 


er is given as an Inſtance of a Word caken 
and given by Multitudes in common Diſcourſe, 
ill it has come to ſtand for a W of 
4; B 2 No- 


F 
Notions, as contradictory to the original Inten- 
tion, as Darkneſs is to Light. His Lordſhip 


in his Anſwer agrees, that in the original In- 


tention of the Word, it might mean ſuch 
Fervency and Warmth, as are conſiſtent with 
ſuch Calmneſs and Undiſturbedneſt of Mind, 
' as is the Ornament and Defenſe of the Under- 
ſtanding The complicated Notions which 
he condemns, are Heat and Flame to ſuch a 
Degree, &c. That is, as he explains himſelf, 
fuch as amount to Perturbation, Agitation, 
and Diforder of Soul. Now then, either in 
the Notion of the Multitude, and in common 
Diſcourſe , Prayer ſignifies Perturbation, Agi- 
tation, and Diſorder of Soul; or this Inſtance 
is not to his Purpoſe, has no Meaning at all. 
But that this is not a common Notion of 
Prayer, his L. ordſhip ſhall witneſs ; for ha- 
ving ſtated this falſe Notion in his An- 
ſwer, he does no longer charge it on the 
Multitude, but ſays, That ſome honeſt Chri- 
ſtians are uneaſy under ſuch Notions, as 
Miniſters of Pariſhes find, (if he. may 
gueſs by himſelf), page 12. So that this 
Notion of Prayer, which ſtands as an 
Inſtance of an Abuſe paſſing on the Multi- 
tude in Common Diſcourſe, is at laſt made out 
by Gueſs only, and that Gueſs founded in 
this, That his Lordſhip has had ſome apply 
to him, who were ſo weak as to be made un- 
gaſy by ſuch Nations. Thus the ER, - 
ME [7 2 x) 


4 . 


And whether his Lordſhip did in his Sermon 
mean to write againſt that Fervency and 
Warmth, which by the Multitude in com- 
mon Diſcourſe is reckon'd to be requiſite to 
Prayer; and has found himſelf oÞliged to 
retra& it in his Anſwer : or whether he at 
firſt choſe an Inſtance nothing to his Purpoſe, 


and gave us the Scruple and Miſunderſtand- 


ing of ſome weak Chriſtians, inſtead of the 
common Notion of the Multitude of Chri- 
ſtians, is not my Buſineſs to enquire. Only 
I beg his Lordſhip to name the Books and 
Sermons which have recommended Perturba- 
tion, Agitation, and a Diſorder of Soul, as 
neceſſary to Prayer; or taught Men to raiſe 
their Paſſions, till they know not where they 
are, nor what they are doing. I am of Opini- 
on ſome of his weak Chriſtians raiſed the 
| Notion out of their own Fears and Superſti- 
tion , and told his Lordſhip that ſome Book 
or Sermon had filled them with the Scruples, 


(and the beſt Sermon may give Occaſion to 


the Scruples of weak Minds) and his Lord- - 
ſhip has taken their Word for it; and the Au- 
thoritative Interpretation of theſe weak Men 

is all he has to ſupport his Charge. Be this 
as it will, his Lordſhip is like to get lit- 
tle by his Explications, if they prove to be 
all like this : And has as little Reaſon to 
complain of being expoſed, by a Miſrepre- 


ſentation of his Senſe, 4 


! Ano- 


. e 85 
Another Explication of the ſame ſort, 
his Lordſhip has given us in the Anſwer. 
For tho the Sermon is levelbd at all in com- 
mon, and the Word Church (not peculiar to 
Papiſts) ſet aſide and changed for that of 
Kingdom, becauſe the Complication of Noti- 
ons belonging to it, were in the. Uſe of the 
Multitude, and in common Diſcourſe, as. con- 
tradictory to the original Intention of it, as 
Light to Darkneſs : In which View, any Man 
_ wou'd ſuppoſe that his Lordſhip meant 
the Multitude in his own Country , rather 
than the Multitude of [taly and Spain; yet 
with reſpe& to the very worſt of the compli- 
cated Notions belonging to the Word Church, 
vis. the Abſolute Power of Church-men, 
his. Lordſhip ſays, p. 39. I profeſs, I never 
knew, nor heard of any Church upon Earth, 
except the Church of Rome, in its latter cor- 
rupted State, which ever dared to claim fuch 
an Abſolute Authority. And yet in the Ser- 
mon preach'd againft the Church of Rome, 
(as we are now bound to believe ) there is 
not one Word to ſhew this Intention ; Rome, 
or the Church of Rome, is not once men- 
tioned, nor 'is there a fingle Sentence to 
juſtify the Church of which his Lordſhip is 
a Biſhop. We have had much Complaint of 
late; in Books to which his Lordſhip is no 
Stranger, of Proteſtant Popery, and his Lord- 
ſhip's known Zeal in that Cauſe is ſo Emi- 
a hoc b 5 nent, 


L 161 bs 
nent, that I believe it was never a doubt, till ; 
his Lordſhip raiſed one, againſt whom the 
Sermon was defigned : We are now told the 


"Corrupt Church of Rome only holds the Do- 


ctrine he profeſs to write againſt; And if 
his Lordſhip will tbus explain the other 
Parts of his Doctrine which have given Of, 
fence; it will hardly be worth while to dif- 
fer with him about an Expreſſion; if he will 
really recant, it ſhall be allowed him to go 
off with the Honour of Explaining. 
Another Term, to which his Complaint 
rel. m,n... 7 
Were I to anne the World with how. 
much Reſpe& to his Lordſhip's Epiſcopal, and 
Perſonal Character the Debate in the Lower- 
Houſe began and ended ; it would appear to 
deſerye other Reſentments, than it has already 
met with from his Lordſhip. But as they 
meant not, by the Reſpe& they ſhewed, to 
court his Favour, ſo neither ſhall I repeat it, 
to avoid his Anger. What the Committee did, 


. . * d 


is publick to the World ; and if his Lordſhip 
can Pardon the great Offence of ſhewing the 
Tendency of his Doctrine, III undertake to 
prove they have done nothing to juſtify this 
Part of his Complaint. To vilify a Man is a 
| baſe unworthy Deſign, the poor Artifice of a 
little Mind, courting Reputation, by whiſper- 
ing the ſuppoſed Faults of others, or venting 
an impotent Deſire of Revenge, in — 
| Gs "I 


- 


* 5 * 
- 
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and Forgery. But what is there like this to 
| Charge upon the Proceedings of the Lower- 
3 Houſe? Was it baſe or unworthy to vindicate 
q the Church from his Lordſhip's Miſrepreſen- 
- tations, or the juſt Power of the King and 
E Legiſlature, from his raſh unwarrantable Cen- 
| ſures > Was it an unbecoming Part to lay be- 
3 fore his Grace and the Biſhops, the -proper 
Judges of the Cauſe, the Evil Tendency, which 
they ſaw in his Lordſhip's Book and Sermon? 
Had they any By-Ends to ſerve in a Cauſe fo 
little Favoured ?- Or have they laid any 
Thing to his Lordſhip's Charge but his own 
Words? Where then is the Offence ? Is it, 
perhaps, that they have given their Reaſons to 
fupport their Complaint ? If it is, The An- 
{wer is Short, They will be maintained. 
The laſt Article of his Lordſhip's Com- 
plaint is couched in theſe Words, Uſe me as 
you pleaſe. When theſe Words are uſed to a 
Private Man, they are at once a Charge and 
a Defiance ; a Charge, that he deals unjuſtly, 
and a Defiance of all he can do: How 
properly ſoever they may be uſed in ſuch 
Caſes upon ſome Occafions, yet they are 
Words never to be uſed to Courts of Judi- 
cature ; and therefore, as they reſpe& the 
Convocation, they are the higheſt Contempt 
and 


— - Lo 


But 


1 = 
Y But perhaps his Lordſhip has no- greater 5 
an Idea of a Convocation than he wy ofa 


Church and may think them only, - 


Number f Men, whether Small or Great, 
whether Diſperſed or United: Yet whatever 
he may know or think of the Matter, they 
are a Number of Men veſted by the Conſti- 
tution with a Judicial Capacity to Judge and 
Cenſure: In that Capacity they a&ed in all 
they did, with relation to his Lordſhip; and 
common Decency ſhould teach him to treat 
the Juriſdiction C is under with proper Re- 
ſpect: Common Prudence ſhou'd ſuggeſt to 


him, that ſuch Bodies never Die; and that he 


may not always find Shelter under a Royal 
Writ. But whatever Indignation his Lord- 
ſhip ſhall now think fit to ſhew, it will be 
no Surprize to thoſe who remember in what 
Manner he treated the Lower-Houſe of Con- 
vocation, when he was only a private Preſ- 
byter ; with what an Air he condemned their 
Proceedings, called them to their Duty, and 
defied their Authority ; as if he had then 
been, al that he now deſires to be. This 
conſidered, I ſay, his Lordſhip has no Right to 
complain, ſuppofing the Manner of the Con- 


vocation's Proceeding towards him to have 


been other than it was. | 
I ſhall not enter into a Detail of his Lord- 
ſhip's Condu& in Times paſt, or lay to his 
Charge any warm Expreſſion that may be 
„„ excuſed 


N „ 
excuſed by the Heat of Controverſy; I only 
defire ths Reader to take a View with ihe of 
the many Civilities which lye diſperſed in 
his Preſervative, a Book lately writ, writ 
- againſt the Non-Furors ; in which Cauſe the 
Clergy need not have been made Parties a- 
gainſt the Government, had not his Lord- 
ſhip in his great Tenderneſs and Goodneſs 
gone out of his Way to tompet them to 
einn 7 ee e | 
The Title Page is the firſt Thing that of- 
fers it ſelf; and the Book, (as being nobly 
deſcended, I ſuppoſe) has more Names than 
one. The firft is, A Preſervative againſt, the 
Principles and Prattices of the Non-Jurors | 
bath in Church or State: Can there be a-bet- 
ter? Does it not fully take in all that the 
moſt Zealous Friend to the Government can 


wiſh or deſire to ſee upon the Argument > 


Why then is a Second added? A Second too, 


cat has not one Word in it to adapt it pecu- 


liarly to the Controverſy of the Non-Furors? 
Conſcience and common Senſe extend to every 
Cauſe, and are therefore peculiar to none. 
*Tis true: But his Lordſhip has diſtinguiſhed 
in his Second Title, which is, An Appeal 


to the Conſcience and common Sen iſe of the 15 


Chriſtian Laity : So flaming was his Zeal 
' againſt his own Order, that he could not 
- contain himſelf from expreſſing it in his 
Title Page, and making an Occaſion, where 
a 5 3 nf none 


LT. 
none was offered, to ſhew it. An Appeal to 
Somebody, is alſo an Appeal acai Sos. 
body: Againſt whom is this Appeal brought? 
Againſt the Non Jurors, you'll fay : *Tis na- 


tural indeed to think ſo from the Occafion of 


the Book: But hold a little, the Conſciences 
and common Senſe of the Chriſtian Laity are 
appealed to; now the Chriſtian Laity can in 
no Senſe or Propriety of Language be op- 
poſed to Non-Furors : There are Chriſtian 
Laity, as well as Chriſtian Clergy among the 
| Non-Furors ;, there are ſo like wiſe among the 
Jurors. But the Diſtinction of the Bod 
of Chriſtians into Clergy and Laity is ſo wall 
known, that there can be no doubt in this 
Caſe, but that the Appeal is brought againſt - 
the Chriſtian Clergy ; and the candid Intima- 
tion it holds forth is, That they are void of 
Conſcience and common Senſe ;, for an Appeal 
to the Laity, as having Conſcience and com- 
mon Senſe, is. an Appeal againſt the Clergy, 
as having neither. If the Reader ſtill doubts 
of his Lordſhip's Meaning, he ſhall have it 
cleared up by himſelf. See how he reproaches 
the Clergy who took the Oaths, Pag. 7 and 8. 


They (the Non-Furors) ſaw with Pleaſure, 


that many of thoſe who took the Oaths aid it 
upon a Principle of Reproach to the Govern 
ment, if not of Shame to themſelves : And that 
moſt of thoſe who defended both That, and 
the Church united with it, moved very faintly 
8 : G4 in 
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in their Work; treated the one as an Uſurpa- 

tion, and the other, as what it was barely 
lawful for the Laity, in imitation of former 
Precedents to communicate with, No wonder 
his Lordſhip ſhould think they have no Con- 
ſcience or common Senſe, who took Oaths on a 
Principle of Shame to themſelves, and treated 
the Government they owned as, — I hate 
to repeat the Words; which nothing but 
Pride of Heart, and Conceitedneſs of his own 
Performances could have ſuggeſted. For when 
he ſays, That MOST of thoſe who defended 
Horch That and the Church, &c. do not mi- 
ſtake him, as if he meant to except any of 
the Clergy from this injurious Reflexion; no, 
?tis himſelf only, and his few Diſciples that 
are excepted ; the Limitation only leaves 
room for his own Triumphal Chariot to paſs 

over the Neck of his Brethren. Thus again, 
he tells us, p. 11. That the Non- Juror: had 
the Approbation and Concurrence of many of” 
the Clergy, in the main Points, to produce for 
themſelves, And p. 12. 1 am perſuaded, they 
owe the greateſt Advantages of their Cauſe to 
a Part of the Clergy. Theſe are they, who, 
in the Preface he tells us, profeſſing themſelves 
His (i. e. Jeſus Chriſt's) Followers and bis 
_- Miniſters, ſubſtitute themſelves in his Place, 
and aſſume the Authority of their great Le- 
giſlator and Judge. Which, by the by, is 
40 plainly fixing the Charge of aſſuming the 
E U! nun 


Authority of their Legiſlator and Jud e, upon 
many or moſt of the Engliſh G bm rr 
Lordſhip muſt appear to every impartial Rea- 
- der, as making a very unfair Retreat, when 
he profeſſes, in his Anſwer to Dr. Snape, that 
he never knew nor beard of any Church upon 
| Earth, except the Church of Rome ——— 
which ever dared to claim ſuch . abſolute Au- 
But let us hear his Lordſhip's Reaſons for 
thus addreſſing the Laity : He is ſo good a 
| Logician, as to know, that the Reaſons which 
are as ſtrong for addreſſing to the Clergy as 
the Laity, can be no good Reaſons for ſuch 
ſeparate Addreſs to the Laity. The Reaſons 
which ſtand in the Cloſe of the Preface are 
Six: TI have addreſſed this to the Chriſtian 
Luaity, BECAUSE they miſt think themſelves 
infinitely concerned in every Part of it, if they 
have any regard left for, 1. Themſelves ; 
2. Their Eſtates ;, 3. Their Bodies; 4. Their 
Souls ;, 5. Their Children; 6. And their lateſt 
Pofterity. If nothing leſs than Infinite Con- 
cern will ſatisfy his Lordſhip, he did judi- 
ciouſly in paſſing by the Clergy in this Ad- 
dreſs. They have learn'd from a better Ma- 
ſter, not to be infinitely concerned for Them- 
ſelves, their Eſtates, and their Bodies: and if 
his Lordſhip could find Time from his im- 
portant Affairs of State, to conſider Matters 
of another Nature; he might know that five 
£ „%%% : | at 
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at leaſt of his fix Reaſons for Lay-Concery 
do not require it to be infinite: And if a 

reaſonable and proper Concern may be ex- 
| cepted intheſe Caſes, how could theſe Motives 
lead him to think of addreſſing to the Laity, ra- 


ther than to the Clergy ? Does his Lordſhip 


indeed believe them to be ſo abandoned a Set of 
Men, as to have no Concern for Themſelves ; 
their Eſtates; their Bodies; their Souls; their 
hilaren; and their lateſt Poſterity 2 I would 
deſire nothing unreaſonable of his Lordſhip ; 
nothing inconſiſtent with his preſent Views; 


be ſhall not therefore be ask d to grant they 


have any Concern for their Souls; but me- 
thinks tis a ſmall Matter to allow, even a 
High- Churchman to be concerned for himſelf, 
bis Eſtate, and Body. The whole Virtue of 
of this, may be compriſed in one Word, 
Selfiſbneſs ; a Qualification, the Praiſe of 
which is not in the Goſpel ; tho' his Lord- 
ſhip lays ſo much Strefs on it, as if he thought 
his Book could no more be Read, than it 
could have been writ without it. 
For my own part, (to borrow an Expreſ- 
ſion from his Lordſhip) I think it @ very tri- 
fling Part of this Controverſy, what Opinion 
his Lordſhip has of the Clergy : After he 
Has condemned all the Writers of Antiquity, 
the Biſhops. and Martyrs of the Chriſtian 
Church, as weak Men, full of bard Words 
and Jong Stories; (p. 44+ Preſervat.) No 
„ * 
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Clergyman ſhould be offended, to find him- 
{elf ill uſed: in ſuch Company. The Brea. 
dom he takes with the Venerable Fathers of 
che Primitive Church, ſhews that he can be 


very familiar on a ſlender Acquaintance: And 
tis poſſible he may mags more of the 
Modern Clergy, than of the Ancient; and-as 
little of both, as he ever intends to know of 
abo ſe in hit o Dioceſe N00. 
If the Reader will pardon my Curiofity, 1 
have a mind to ſtep a little out of my way, 
to ſte what Entertainment his Lordſhip has 
provided for the Common Senſe of bis Laity. 
His own Account of it is worth preſerving; 
for the Inſtruction of modeſt Writers, who 
are oſten at a Loſs how to expreſs themſelves 
when they are forc'd to ſpeak of their own 
Performance. At page the ad then, his Lord- 
ſhip undertakes to make them à lafting Foun- 
dation ==——— and to lay down nothing but 
what will effetually and for ever, be of Ser- 
vice in this Cauſe. That he will go upon no 
Precedents or Examples, Page _- He tells 
them, page 16. with the help of this one 


Argument, you will always be able to anſwer 
oo they Ty to allodge from Scripture: 
And at page 21. TI ſball not enter here into any 
nice Examination of what you cannot ſo well 
judge of, (rare common Senſe 1) but put you 
in mind of Something, which flows from Ge- 
neral and Comprehenſive Principles, and 


which 
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which may be applied to all Conſlitutions ;, and 
to our own in particular, let it be as they re- 
preſent'; or not. Page 22. The Argument 
from hence is of that Nature, that you may 
ſecurely depend _=_ it. At page 28. the 
Triumph is proclaimed in loftier Sounds; 
HERE then is the _— which you may ſe- 
curely uſe: againſt the vain "Attacks of our” 
Adverſaries, be the attack from Scripture, or 
from what they pleaſe. At page 30. his Ar- 
gument hath all the Dea ae in the 
Way of Political Truth, which any Geome- 
trical Propoſition bath in the Mathematicks. 
Again, page 44. The Arguments, which I am 
well aſſured will never fail you in this Contro- 
*verſp, are theſe that follow. But hark, the 
Trumpet ſounds once more: HERE you will 
find a reſting Place, and a ſirong Retreat 
which they cannot ſhake. And page 89. The 
Argument, again, . amounts to a Demonſtration. 


in the firifteſt Senſe of the Word, 


EKRiſum teneatis, Amici??? 


But the Matter grows too ſerious when his 
Lordſhip claims for theſe Arguments, the 
Authority of the Eternal Law of God. I 
Baue ſhewn you (ſays he, page 43.) that the 
Civil Power then in Poſſeſſion , had as plain 
and evident a Right, as the Eternal Law of 
God can give to any Government. How had 
8 Dt "= 
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he ſhewn it > From Scripture > No z br 
from Arguments of his own; from his own 
Judgment on the Cafe: Or as he expreſſes 
himſelf, page 29. from Neceſſity, Reaſon, 


Prudence; the Nature of Human Society ; © 


the Ends of Government : That is, from his 


own Je. Ente i; formed on theſe Topicks, 
and the Caſe in View. Never more let his 
Lordſhip condemn the Abſolure Interpreters 
of the Law : But let him ſhake Hands wit 
the Pope, they have Diviſum Imperium; the 
one is as infallible in Politicks, as the other is 
mes. . 
I am fo much a Friend to the Preſent 
Eſtabliſnment (whatever his Lordſhip may 
think) that 1 ſhall not conſider the Argu- 
ments he has uſed to ſupport it: I will only 
leave this ſhort Remark for his Lordſhip's 
_ * Uſe, That his Reaſons would not have had leſs 
Weight, had they been urged with more 
But Comprebenſive Principles, wide and 
flrong Foundations, are ſuch Curioſities , fo 
unknown to the weak Men of former Ages, 
and (once more to be beholden to his Lord- 
ſhip for a polite Expreſſion) ſuch a neto- in- 
vented Engine of Courting ſome among 
us, that 7 = _— this, n 


the brighteſt Part of his Performance, and 
which gives an Air of Mathematicks to all 

the reſt. An Inſtance or Two ſhall ys 5 
| — 0 > and 
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and will be Mie to ſhew the World the 
true Uſe of Comprebenſive Principles: Sup- 
poſe then, that it ſhould prove inconvenient 
to any View you have, to allow a Man to 

give his Oath already taken , as an- Evidence 


1: of his preſent Opinion: Or otherwiſe, would 


you ridicule the poor Reaſoner, who urges | 
| Men to the Performance of their Duty, in 
 * Virtue of the Oath they are under to perform 
it ? Look into page 3d. There is the Princi- 
ple which will never fail, containing the ve- 


1: ry Eſſence of Caſuiſtical Divinity : To any 


Men of common Underſtanding, —— the ha- 
ving taken an Oath, which they are ſince per- 
A they find Reaſon to repent off „ ts 0 
Argument for the keeping it. And the 

770 4 they can nia e for it, when they 
come to judge it an unlawful and wicked 


Obligation, is to aft comrary to it, as ſoon as. 


poſſible. But ſhould you want to prove juſt 
the contrary, that a Man was of the ſame O- 
pinion Ten Years together ; becauſe of his 
Oath taken at the Beginning of the Period : 
For Inſtance, That the Deprived Biſhops were 
of the fame Opinion at the Time. of their 
Deprivation, that they were of at the Time 
of | Conſecration : See page 34, there 
Yon have it; a NE M. invented general Prin- 
ciple cannot poſibly help the Cauſe of THOSE © 
BISHOPS, who by their own ſolemn Acknow- 
Tedgment coud not * believe," that the 


Rig hi- 5 


Rightful Civil Power» was veſted with ſuffici- 
ent Authority to deprive them. Here you ſee 

the Strength of a Comprebenſive Principle; 

whatever Attack is made, it can never fail 

you, but will _ a ſecure Retreat, and a 
ſafe Refting-Place, | 


Another Inſtance may be taken from the Bo, 


Authority of the Church and Conſlitution; 
which may ſometimes be of great Uſe, and 
ſometimes again an ugly Difficulty in the 
way of ſome New-invented Principle, What 
muſt be done then? Why, if you act with 


a a narrow Spirit, and under the Prejudices of * _ 


a ſtinted Education, there is no Help for 
you: But if you will make your Principle 

comprehenſive, Demonſtration is your Friend, 
and will never forſake. For ſhou'd you be 
attacked with the Authority of the Church 

of England, (for inftance ) whoſe Articles 

and Doctrines you have ſubſcribed ; Tell 
them, (p. 17.) That tis a Scandal to the 
Church of England, to ſuppoſe, that it hath 
any peculiar Doctrines, conſider d as the Church 
off England And that by the Church off 
England 7s meant the Collection, or Company 

of Men who ſettled our Articles, &c.- 
And that they were only fallible Men : And 
tho' they made Articles indeed for the Sake 
of Unity of Opinion, and you have ſubſcri- 
bed them; Tell them however That 


they expreſly require all in their Communion to 


take the Scripture (and not them) for the 
Rule of their Faith and Practice. 
On the other fide, ſhould you want the 


Authority of the Church and Conſtitution 


for any notable Piece of Service, Tell them, 
Here it ought to be conſider d wyhat our Con- 
-flitution is; (p. 32.) That, The Point Here 
is not whether This be Right and Fitting ; 
but whether this were in Fact our CON STT. 
TUTION, p. 33. And you may add 
further, That you Imitate our firſt Reformers, 
who ſcorned, &c. p. 88. 5 
Obſerve only as a ſmall Circumſtance, that 
there ought to be about 60 Pages between 
the fallible Men who made the Articles, and 
the firſt Reformers whom you Imitate: 


Quod erat Demonſtrandum. 


There is one Secret in this Affair, which 
with all my Application I cannot maſter ; 
but I will deal ingenuouſly, and not diſſem- 
ble my Weaknels : I ſee plainly that the jr 
Reformers are ſometimes to be Imitated, and 
\ ſometimes to be ſcorned: But why his Lord- 
ſhip ſhou'd direct a Proteſtant diſputing with 
a Proteſtant (as at pag. 17,) to reje& the 
Authority of the firſt Reformers, and yet di- 
rect a Proteſtant diſputing with a Papiſt to 
inſiſt upon Their Authority, and to juſtify 
himſelf by their Example, as at pag. 88. 1s 


what 
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 _ what I cannot 
this Argument will prove to the Confuſion 
of a Papiſt ; for Comprehenfive Principles | 
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enter into. I doubt not but 


can never fail ; but ſtill I muſt lament my 


| -OWn Weakneſs . 


Dij Immortales, bomini bomo quid Preſtas 1 
Salto Iitelligens n 


You ſee, gentle Reader, what Work his 


Lordſhip has cut out for the common Senſe of 
his Laity; whether there be, whoſe common 


Senſe is fitted to the Purpoſe, I know not; 
Tho' One has taken upon him in the Name 
of the Fraternity to thank his Lordſhip ; 


thus far rightly judging of himſelf, that if 
there be any Men of ſuch common Senſe, he 


is the fitteſt Perſon in the World to be their 


| Repreſentative : And cou'd I think my ſelf 
worthy of the Office, I wou'd thank his 


Lordſhip in behalf of the Clergy too, that 
having, ſuch Employment for common Senſe, 
he was ſo very good as not to make uſe of 
Theirs. DET 3, 
As much a Friend as | am to Demon- 


ration and Comprebenſive Principles, I cou'd 


wiſh the Secret had not been expoſed ſo na- 
kedly to vulgar Eyes. Who knows what 
Work weak Heads may make with theſe edged 
Tools? Shou'd Mr. Powel at Bath take a 


Fancy to ſet up for Mathematicks ; (and 


who can tell how great Examples may tempt 
; 2 Man, 


: Page 4. 


Page 12. 


| Page 10. 
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a Man, who has once already aſſumed the 


Stile and Language of a Biſhop?) we ſhou'd 


never have done with Demonſtration ; all the 
Wooden Heads of his Raree-Show wou'd be 
| filled with Reſting 1 laces 15 ſtrong Retreat. 2 - 


never-failing Arguments, vain Attacks, weak 


Nen of former Times, hard Words, long Sto- 


ries, &c. And probably one of his new-in- 
vented Engines of Courtſhip wou'd be ordered 


[2 (for Engines, you know, are but the Maſter's 


„ „ Tools) to thank his Worſhip 
Foo l. for the generous Regard ſhewn to 
them and the World; who in- 


deed rejoice, when ſuch Defenders of Truth 


Aare to appear againſt the Current 
13 e corrupt Leaders, — and Preten- 
ders to new Ligbt. Who al- 


ways want either Capacity, or Books, or Lei- 


ſure, or Inclination, or ſomething 
or other to anſwer his Arguments : © 


One of which has neither treated his Wor- 


ſhip with the beſt Manners, nor 
Ibid. . thecleareſt Reaſon ; and another, 
1 Let.p.g. one Mr. Vindicator of the Realm, 

8 intending to mumble on, — and 
growing prodigiouſly wiſe, — but 


producing nothing to convince any Man of com- 


Pagers, mon Senſe; —at laſt proved, that 
sen he had no Head under his Helmet, 

tho' he ſometimes peeps out — 
but is not to be depended on in 
an Out-poſt.—The Sum of all which is, That 
8 8 | „ 
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. bis Worſhip muſt be acknowleds*d one ; 
cleareſt Whiter: in the World, — to 5 2 
rited an Eternal Monument of Gratitude from 
Mankind, whoſe Dark Perplexities are dif 
pelPd by the prevailing Light * © 
of bis juſt and admirable Rea- P39 adleter. 
 ſonings. And Shou'd any be againſt erecting 
this Monument, let them take Notice, that 
his Worſhip, with his MAS ST Senſe will 
- moſt aſſuredly deſpiſe ſuch mere 
Pretenders to Argument. P. adLener. 
The Averſion I have to theſe publick Ora- 
tors, and the dread of the Conſequence, 
ſhould comprehenſiuve Principles ever fall under 
their Management, 1s ſuch, that I could not 
help expreſſing my Fear, and giving it as a 
Caution to honeſt People, not to encourage 
them, ſince no body can tell whoſe Turn may 
come firſt, to be abuſed; and no one in his 
Wits would care to go to Loggerheads with 2 
Man, either of Wood or Iron. 
The next Thing to be conſidered is, his 
Lordſhip's Candid Intimation, that he Suffers 
for his: Affection to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
and conſequently, that thoſe who have 
treated him in the Unbandſome Manner com. 
plained of, hn Government. 

I have a great deal of Reaſon, 3 | 
ſays he, 6 think, that if I bad e 7 1 | 
really ſhaken thoſe Acts which exclude Papiſts, CR 

I. fhou'd have experienced much more of Civi- 
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Doftor charged him Nich an Inconſiſtency in 
his Practice to his former Dottrines; his Lord- 
ip could think of nothing blameable i in him- 
felt, Hut his Zeal, Duty, Submifſion, and In. 
c—ere Affection to King Cx 08-6 OC” 
This is the pooreft Ref age of a weak 


ther, till he is ſure of being Beat: For 

when he is charged ich having us 
A dermined all Church: Authority „ nay, in 
great Meaſure the Authority of che King and 
Toxifiator, to plead his Affection to he Go-. 


____ vernment, and to inſimuate that his Adver- 


fries are Facobites, is a plain Evidence that he 
Lee he has a ſafer Retreat, and a fironger 
| -Place 1 in the Paſſions and Affections of 
Men, than in their Senſe and Underſtand- 
* g. ik his Lordfhip cou'd have had Patience 
to Wait, he might have had a better Anſwer 
— into his Hands; he might have pleaded 

e Act of Grace, which would have been a 
Plea altogether. as s Decent , and I aſſure him, 
much more to his Purpoſe. Of his 'Lord- 
Hip's Zeal and Affection to the Government, 
I know nothing; of his Service to it 1 ſhall | 
have Occaſion to ſpeak. preſently: In the 
mean while, who are the diſaffected Perſons 
that have. miſuſed his Lordſhip > If by mif- 

uſing him, he means the Endeavours uſed to 


have his Dodtines publickly cenſured; and 
VVV 


fry 1 larely done. n 4 


Caule ; 2 Boy never cries, Pp rell my = i 


in this Senſe directs his Complaints againſt 
Lower-Houſe of Convocation only, _ he 
his Grace and my Lords the Biſhops: 
- teſt Injuſtice in the World: for he can't but. 
know that they were as forward in promoting. 
this Work, as ready to enter into it, as zea- 
lous to effect it, as any Member of the Lower- 
Houſe. His Grace, as ] have heard, and to 
his Honour be it ſpoken, eſpouſed the Cauſe 
with a Concern becoming the Primate of that 
Church, whole juſt Powers and Authority 
had been given up, if not wickedly, yet at 
leaſt ignorantly and unadviſedly; if with no 
Evil Intentions or Bad Views; yet in Fact, to 
the Service of very Evil Purpoſes, and Bad 
Ends: If with no View of pleaſing or diſ- 
pleaſing any Man living; yet apparently to 
the Joy and Triumph of the Licentious, and 
Unruly; and to the infinite Sorrow aud 
Grief of the Virtuous and Serious Part of 
the Nation. This wis the Senſe that my 
Lords the Biſhops had, and expreſs'd of his 
Lordſhip's Sermon; Thoſe «ſpecially I mean, 
who ſtand. unſuſpe&ed of any Diſaffection to 
the Government; and who were ſo watch- 
ful for the King's Honour, ( whether with 
Reaſon, or no, is not the preſent Concern) 
that the main Point they diſagreed in with 
the Lower-Houſe was, Whether the Sermon, 
being publiſhed by his Majeſty's Order, 
ſhou'd be made part of the Charge: Which 
8 E Excep- 


the 
yy, he does, 
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Exception was fo little intended to juſtify his 
Lordſhip, that in Truth it was built in part 
upon this Reaſon, That his Eordſhip might 
have Juſtice done him by the Convocation, 
tho* the Sermon were excepted ; ſince Do- 
ctrines of the ſame Tendency had. been 
ſown with no ſparing Hand, in his Preſerva- 
[Us © | 9 5 
And when the Lower-Houſe had gone 
into that Method which the Biſhops did not 
think fit to concur in; yet that the Difference 
in the Manner, might not defeat the Com- 
mon End in which both Houſes heartily 
joined, The Biſhops had enter'd into Mea- 
ſures to bring the Matter to an Iſſue in a 
way they thought proper; and had they ſat 
- one Day more, his Lordſhip need not Sl 
been at the Trouble to tell the World, what 
Opinion his Brethren are of in regard to his 
Doctrine; for they would have told it them- 
ſelves, In the Lower-Houſe of Convocation, 
tho? the ſame Difference appear'd, with regard 
to the Method of Proceeding, yet no ſingle 
Word was ſaid, no Juſtification of his Lord- 
ſhip's Doctrine; but it was expreſly given up 
by ſome of thoſe, who yet for Reaſons above- 
mentioned, thought it not proper to touch 
the Sermon, : 
What muſt we fay then? Is his Grace; 
are my Lords the Biſhops; is Every Man of 
the Lower-Houſe of Convocation —_— 


8 „„ 
Or is Diſaffection a Word to be play d with? 
And is Jacobitiſm a Name for every Thing 
and Perſon that his Lordſhip does not like > 
Lay your Hand to your Heart, my Lord, lay 
N cloſe ; and let it tell you how often you 
have uſed this Reproach to ſerve your Pur 

poſes; how 5 0 you have given Vent 
to your own. Indignation under this Pretenſe, 
and injured the Character of Men as Worthy 
as your ſelf ; Nay, the Convocation and the 
whole Clergy of the Realm. Theſe are the 
Sacrifices, my Lord, which you have been 
offering up to the Powers of the World; 
your Cenfors have been filled with the Re- 
putation and good Name of your Brethren, - 
and you have conſumed them in the Fire of 
your Zeal and Paſhon : Paſſion and Zeal, my 
Lord, do not loſe their Name nor their Na- 
ture, by being cloathed in ſoft Words, and 
breathed out in ſoft Complaints. 
The Words of the Mouth may be ſofter 
than Butter, aud yet War be in the Heart; 
the Words may be ſmoother than Oyl, and yet 
d AA : 

But ſince his Lordſhip lays ſo much Streſs 
upon his Services done to the Government, 
I am willing to beſtow one Half Flour more 
before I conclude this Paper, in conſidering 
the Importance of them. He can mean 
nothing elſe, I think, but his Writings for the 
Government; and his laſt Book it may be ſup- 
ST EK 2 poſed, 
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poſed, is his choiceſt Performance. The. 
Strength of his Argument I ſhall not try; I 
' wiſh it all the Succeſs that he can do, for the 
Sake of the Cauſe, let the Argument or the 
Defender be what they will: But his Method 
is, I think, directly oppoſite to the True In- 
tereſt of the Government ; and plainly ſhews 
that he meant ſomething elſe, beſides, and 
more than the Service of the Government. 
To make this plain, I defire one Thing only 
to be granted me; leaving, however, his 

Lordſhip and his Friends at Liberty to deny it 
if they pleaſe : The Propoſition I would beg, 
of thoſe that are willing to grant it, is this: 
That 'tis the true Intereſt of the Govern- 
ment to have all the People made Eaſy in 
their Submiſſion and Obedience to it: That 
to this purpoſe, *tis of no Conſequence to 
the Government to enquire upon what 
Views or Principles Men come to be ſatisfied: 
© Be their Principles what they will, if they 
* lead to an entire and chearful Obedience, 
te the End of the Publick is ſerved”. _ 
Now his Lordſhip ſets himſelf purpoſely 
to beat down all Arguments for Obedience to 
the prefent ,Government, except one ; his 
1 own. He tells us in his Preface, 
eleven he will not concern himſelf, Whe- 
ther King James really bad a Son, whether 
this be he, or another ſubſtituted in his Room 
That he will go upon no Precedents, or Ex- 
mm ITT” 3 os 


Preſervative. 
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ATT. 
amples of mere Submiſſion, either to - Civil of 

Eccleſiaſtical Governors, p. 3. — For theſe 
Arguments, he ſays, p. 2. — are the great 
Tei of our Enemies themſelves , - 
Nor ſhall I, ſays he, apply my ſelf to any 
others, merely upon the Foundation of. having 
Taken the Oaths : For here too, che Non-Jurors 
find an-eaſy Account, p. z.. 


— 


Again, ſuppoſing 4 Perſon be perſuaded, 
that tis barely lawful to ſubmit to a de Facto 
Government: In that Caſe his Lordſhip tells 
us, It may ill be true, that it is likewiſe law- 
ful not to ſubmit to it: Nay, it may be ill 
true, that it is more bonourable and praiſe- 
worthy, to be faithful to that Authority, which 
is de Jure entitled to his Subjection, page 4. 
Lou ſee how his Lordſhip uſes the Argu- 
ments, which many think of Moment to the 
Government: The Illegitimacy of the Pre- 
tender; the Obligation of Oaths taken to 
the Preſent Eſtabliſhment ; the Arguments 
ariſing from the Conſtitution, and the Prece- 
_ dents of Law and Fact; are all ſet aſide to 
make. way for his Lordſhip's Comprehenſiue 
Principles. Suppoſe then, that his Lordſhip 
ſhould prevail with any Number of Men fo 
far, as to convince them, that their old Foun- 
dation, on which hitherto they have ſtood ; 
and firmly, as they thought; is bad, without 
being able to prove to them the Goodneſs of 
his new one; Is it not evident, that as 2 
| 2 Con- 


Converts of this Sort as his Lordſhip can get, 
| fo many Friends the Government muſt necef- 
farity loſe > The Generality of the People 
have owned the Preſent Eftabliſhment, and 
given the moſt folemn Aſſurance of Obedience 
to it, that Man knows how to give or to ro- 
quire: Some have done it upon the Foot of 
the Conſtitution, which to their Apprehenſi- 
on directs the Subject to pay Obedience to 
the King in Poſſeſſion; Some upon the De- 
termination made in this Matter by the 
States of the Realm, whom they eſteem to be 


- the proper Judges in Caſes of this Nature: 


' other Cauſes. Al 


Otbers, as doubting of the Legitimacy of the 
Pretenders Birth; and others, perhaps, for 
theſe, though ſetting out 

from differing Points of the Circumference, 
yet meet together in the Centre; and are 
united in the one only material Point, Their 
Obedience to the Prefent Government. _ And 
I would deſire any ſober Man, who is unpre- 
judic'd in this Cauſe, and has nothing at 
Heart but the Good of his Countrey, and the 
Security of the Preſent Eſtabliſhment, to tell 
me, What poſſible Good or Advantage can 
accrue to Either, by endeavouring to unſettle 
any of theſe People in their preſent Notions ; 
and to ſet them adrift again, in order to roam 

about for new Principles, to the manifeſt Ha- 
zard of their growing diſſatisfied with them- 
{elves and the Government. For when Men 
' are 
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are once perſuaded, that they have hitherto 
ſubmitted to the Government out of an Error, 
it will be ſuch a Prejudice againſt it in their 
Way, that perhaps they-may never be able to. 
get over. And ſurely no Friend to the Go- 
vernment would willingly throw this Weight: 
inden, Sako 0TITHR 
_ *Tis ealy to ſee what his Lordſhip means by 
all this. *Tis certainly a greater Compli- 
ment to the Preſent Powers, to tell them of 
their Divine Right, and the Unalterable Law 
F God, on which they are founded, than to 
ſuppoſe ay Defe&, though but for Argument 
fake; And this mult be faid for the Credit of 
his Lordſhip's Addreſs, that he has raiſed as 
courtly a Doctrine out of his Principles 
of Reſiſtance , as ever did the moſt ſervile 
Preacher of Paſſive Obedience. His Lord- 
ſhip has raiſed out of his Principles, an Unal- 
terable Law of God for the Right of the Pre- 
ſent Civil Powers; And what more did the 
others ever pretend to? The Vindicator of 
the Church and Realm ſtates all the Views, 
under which the Preſent Eſtabliſhment can be 
conſidered, and has ſhewn under 4}, That 
Obedience to it, is the People's Duty: His 
Lordſhip has fingled him out to be treated 
with Scorn ; he allows the poor Man to mean 
well, and kindly excuſes his Weakneſs : And 
yet weak as he is, the whole Difference be- 
tween them lies in this; The Vindicator, by 
DS „%%% i bo many 


„ 
many Arguments endeavours to make many. 
Friends to the Government; His Lordſhip in 
his one Argument had but one View, to make 
the Government a Friend to himſelf. 
His Lordſhip is fo ſenſible of this himſelf, 
ſo conſcious that his Way of treating this Ar- 
gument can never make any Friends to the 
_ Government, or have any Influence towards 
reconciling the Minds of the Diſaffected, that 
he is content to propoſe to himſelf” only the 
Glory, of furniſhing ſuch Arguments as may 
preſerve the good Diſpoſition, and increaſe the 
Zeal of the honeſt and uncorrupted Part of 
the Nation - i. e. of ſuch as are already well 
affected, and want not his Help; without 
pretending to hope to convince any 4 our Ad- 
verſaries, or ( which is {till a leſs Thing) of 
thoſe who have been miſ-led by them, page 5. 
If this was the View of all his Writings, his 
Lordſhip might have ſaved himſelf the Trou- 
ble of diſtinguiſhing: in his Controverfy, by 
telling us, page 12. which he took to be the 
> rrifling Part of it. We have been brought to 
the Brink of Ruin, by Feuds and Animoſities 
among our ſelves : The Non-jurors have cor- 
rupted too many of our People; fo. many, 
that the late Rebellion was formed upon the 
Proſpect of a general Diſinclination to the Go- 
vernment: Of thoſe who ſtood firm to their 
Allegiance , all did not ſtand upon the fame 
Arguments. In this fad Cafe, what Remedy 
Ys i „ des 
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does his Lordſhip bring? Why, his Reaſon- 

ing is directly pointed to convince ſome. of 
the King's Friends, that they were miſtaken 
in the Grounds of their Allegiance ; thoſe, 1 
mean, who were not ſo on his Lordfhip's Hy- 


— 


potheſis; without any, Proſpect of Hope, 
even to himſelf, of reclaiming thoſe who bad 
been miſ-led by the Non, jurors: And this he 
calls, A Preſervative againſt the Principles and 
Practices of the Non-jurors, both in Church 
and State: Though if his Lordſhip had been 
diſpoſed to deal openly, he might better have 
called it, A Preſervative 4 the Principles 
and Practices both in Church and State, of all 
thoſe ( my ſelf, and a few Friends excepted) 
who have taken the Oaths to His Majeſty King 
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Non Defenſoribus iflis 
Tempus eget. 


Thus his Lordſhip has ſucceeded - in his 
Political Writings : Let us ſee whether his 
Divinity was conceived under a Planet more | 
auſpicious to the Government, and is like to 
be attended with better Conſequences. To 
judge of the Goodneſs of a Remedy, tis ne- 

ceſſary to know the Nature of the Diſtemper : 
And if you look abroad, you'll find, that the 
great Diſſatisfaction of the People in general, 
ariſes from the Suſpicions they are under, _ 
= the 
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the Conftitution of the Church is to be given 
up; that the Diſſenters are to be let in upon 
an Equal Foot; that the Fences of the Eſta- 
bliſbment are to be broken down; That in 
the Room of the Comely Order and Regula- 
rity not yet profcribed, Anarchy and Confu- 
ſion are to be ſet u ß. 5 238 
I beſe Fears were inftilled into the Minds 
of the People, by the united Endeavours of 
the worſt Enemies, and (if you'll take 
their Words ) the Beſt Friends of the Go- 
vernment ; that is, by Jacobites and Diſſen- 
ters. The former faw, that nothing cou'd 
ſhake the Government, like an i. © won 
in the People that their Religious Rights, and 
the Church, ( of which they are even paſ- 
ſionately fond) were to be ſubverted. They 
ſaw that the moſt zealous Advocates for the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment , put its whole Defence 
upon this ſingle Point, The Preſervation of 
the Conſtitution : From whence they argued, 
That if the People had no Reaſon to love or 
obey the Government , but for the Sake of 
their Conſtitution, it wou'd tear the very 
Ground upon which —_ ſtood from under. 
their Feet, cou'd the People be made to 
ſuſpe& that the Conſtitution was not ſe- 
cure. [ > 
The Diſſenters joined their godly Endea- 
veurs to promote the ſame End : They 
were perpetually telling their poor Neigh- 
; T | boyrs 
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| bours in the Country, That nom they had a 
K-— of their own; that they ſoon ſhou'd 


* * 


have the Churches too: And hardly a Mar- 


wou'd be offering Money for the Church, to 


lay his Coal, his Wool, or his Malt in, ac- 
cording as his Trade led him to ſpeaxæ. 
But were theſe zue Men (you'll ſay) to 


be minded 2. No, Sir, not by you or me: 
But theſe weak Men talk'd. to others as weak 


as themſelves ; and a weak Man's Storp-will 
make an Impreſſion upon a weak Man' 


Head. 


And thus the Country, what with the 


Inſinuations on the one Hand, and the 
Triumphs on the other, were made ſick at 
Heart; and in a little Time the Diſtemper 
ſeized the Head: In their Diſtraction, they 
talk'd of nothing but Churches and Meeting- 
Hou ſes: The ſame Images danced before their 
Eyes; and their Hearts burnt with the ſame 
Fears: And impatient to wait for the Ruin 
they expected, they began firſt with their 


Adverſaries, and in their Fury deſtroy d the 
Meeting-Houſes; which might have ſtood 


ungmoleſted, as they had for many Years be- 
fore, had they not been ſet up to rival their 
Churches. 1 ER 

The Common People are no Diſſemblers; 
and *tis ridiculous to think that they do one 
Thing, and mean another, And therefore 

T2, F 2 = 


47 


£447. 


the 2e ba en who ſaw thro' the Deſn 
of the Mob; and gravely judged that they 
really meant the Pretender, and that their 
Zeal againſt Meeting-Houſes was only a Pre- 
tenſe ; have my C Conſent to be wiſe by them- 
ſelves. To me *tis evident, that their Fears 
for their Church , their Indignation againſt 
thoſe who made no Sectet of their ungodly 
Hopes to deſtroy it ; were the true Springs 
of their Madneſs. : And if the Pretender was 
join d in the Cauſe, he owed all his Intereſt 
to theſe Fears, theſe ſtrange and ilk grounded 
Sulpicions. | 
Now in this mournful. State, what had 
the Friends of the Government to do? What 
was a proper Part for one, who loved his 
Country, his King, and the Church 2 What 
elſe was left, but to ſtem the Tide, if poſſible, 
of theſe Jealouſies ; to ſhew the People their 
Miſtake, and to give them a true Account of 
the Royal Purpoſes of the King ; wha from 
the firſt cefolv'd to make the Conflitution in 
Church and State the Rule of his Admini- 
ſtration ? | 
I had (in the Time of this Diſtraction) the 
Honour to ſerve His Majeſty in the Commiſſi- 
on of the Peace, and had ſome rough Work 
thrown upon my „Hands! in the Country where 
lived: And tho? as a Magiſtrate I could not 
but make a juſt Diſtinction between the illegal 
and violent Proceedings on one Side, and the 


Petu- 
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 Petulancy and Inſolence on the other; yet 1 
ſaw, that the Paſſions on one Side could never 
be allay'd, without Checking the Provoca- 
tions on the other: And that the Inſolence of 
Some, would prove as deſtructive to the Intereſt 
of the Government, as the Violence of Others. 
But how has his Lordſhip been employed 
in the mean time? Has he writ one Sermon, 
nay, one Page, to allay the Fears of the Peo- 
ple? Has he once declared his own Concern 
for the Eſtabliſhed Church; or has he been 
ſo juſt as to declare His Majeſty's, in the 
many Opportunities he has had for it? No, 
nothing like this has been heard from him. 
On the contrary, in a Book writ, (as he ſays) 
for the Service of the Government, and in 
the Heat of the Diſtraction, he * 34 
falls upon the Miniſters of Chriſt, 1 mY 
as Subſtituting, themſelves in his £2. 
place; as aſſuming the Authority of their great 
Legiſlator and Fudge ;, he ridicules the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Miniſtry, and regular Ordina- 
tions, as Trifles, Niceties, Dreams, 


: : "A Fan Preſervat. 
Inventions of Men; and diſdains 


and diſclaims all Kind of Excommunicatiorn 


and Abſolut ion, thoſe known Inſtruments of 
Church Diſcipline ; and repreſents them to 
the People as the Plagnes of the World, as 
Human Engines permitted to work 

for a Time by the Providence of 
God, as Outcries of Human Jer 
ror, and vain Words. Upon this Perfor- | 
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Preſervative, 
p. 101. 
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mance, his Lordſhip receives the Incenſe. of 
his humble Flatterers: The Layman, thanks 
him, and underſtood his Meaning ſo well, as 
Fe to be able to return it him in 
I a e, this decent Language, When they 
+  , _ (the Clergy) exalt themſelves by 
- deducing their Stations from the Apoſtles, and 
drawing down a Divine Right, like a Welſh 
Pedigree, we muſi tell them. f their humble 
Anceſtors ——4 Skit, a Drag-Net, or an Old 
Tent. The Anatomiſt ſtiles him, the True 
Proteſtant Biſhop, &c. Blown up with this 
Succeſs, his next Step 1s to publiſh in the 
Royal Audience the ſame Dodrines : He 

denies all Power in the Church, all in tie 
State to ſupport Religion: He impeaches the 
Act of Uniformity, and the Articles of the 
Church; and pleads for a Removal of thoſe 


Negative Diſcouragements which hurt no 


body., and are meant only to ſecure the 
Church. What is this, but throwing Oil into 
the Fire, and kindling a-new the Flames that 
were dying away for want of Fyel 2 His 
Lordſhip is no weak Man; how then ſhall 
we perſuade the People, that hig are vain 
- Words? He will be thought to know more 
than others, and yet to be fo wile as to ſpeak 
nothing improper ; how then ſhall we deal 
with this Imputation ? Shou'd a Man endea- 
vour it, wou'd he not- be anſwered, 'The 
Biſhop knows more than you, and cou'd beſt 
judge whether it was proper or no. gf > | 
jt 43855 * 
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Art; all ye Powers of Logick and Learning, 

help me to remove this falſe, this vile Sup-- 

geſtion! And yet what Art, what Learning is 
wanting to lay the blame at the proper Door; 

and to ſhew thoſe who are moſt nearly con- 


cerned, how ſuch Preaching and 2 | 


arines diſturb the Peace, and threaten - the 
Security of the Publick. This was fit Work 
for a Convocation : This they were doing, 
and putting into proper Hands the nobleſt 
Opportunity of diſpelling all the Fears of 
the People at once, and bowing the Hearts of 
the Nation, even as the Heart of one Man. 


And now let any Man of ſober Senſe and 
Reaſon weigh his Lordſhip's Services to the 
Government, and ſpeak impartially. Has any 
thing he has done, tended to create in the 


Minds of the People a Confidence of their 


Happineſs, or to make them take Pleaſure in 
the Proſpect before them? Nay, has not all 
he has done, tended to make them ſuſpicious, 
fearful, and uneaſy ? Is he any Aſſiſtance to 
his Friends, any Terror to his Enemies? Are 
not his Doctrines, and his new Schemes, a 
Weight, an heavy Weight upon thoſe who 
eſpouſe him? And muſt we ſtill be told, that 
tis Diſaffection to the Government, not to ap- 
prove his Doctrines? Were ſuch Doctrines 
once to grow general among the Biſhops, 
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3 ut tae d be u Ind . 
bee Bllloued out ; chan it is: Inf +I 
E tere IS Circumſtances the Danger of tlie 


; ' Church" wou'd ſeem leſs dange- 
ros; Ruin it ſelf wou'd afford ſome Pro- 
ſped 2 i of Deliverance ;, and the Epi the Chairs 
3 Sod fall the lefs lamented, for the fake of I 
* ? who filled them. 5 
t we hope for better Things: in Confi- F 
dence of which, we earneſtly and ardently 
wiſh, That His Majeſty King GEORGE 
| Days ma may be man ere ealberogs.: That 
His Government may be Calm and Serene, as 
his own Temper ; Fix "and Unmoveable, as 
| his [Royal Tear. 2 
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